The New Chancellor

Kleinitz, isth July, 1909.

The Emperor is back in Berlin this morning and I've just
had this wire saying, "Bethmann Hollweg Chancellor, Del-
bruck Interior,Wermuth Commerce, Trott Education, Sydow
dismissed."

The new Chancellor is a man of straw. The Emperor
wants to be his own, that's what this appointment of Beth-
mann means and I am very curious to see what the news-
papers will tell us in the morning. My own belief is that
Bulow's fall is due to his fatal resolution to dissolve Parlia-
ment eighteen months ago and form his famous "Block."
Without this there would certainly have been Death Duties
but with modifications formulated by the Government.

In all events what has just happened is the triumph of the
Centre Party and the new Chancellor will be obliged to work
with it. We'll see what is going to happen and whether
the Emperor will be more self-controlled. He has received
so many lessons they must have some value.

Kleinitz, J.$th July, 1909.

This afternoon the Billows are leaving the Imperial Chan-
cellery and Berlin after eight days of concentrating upon
themselves all the flattery they possibly could. It's conceiv-
able that he may be regretted on account of the influence
he's able to exert over tie Emperor. He has certainly pre-
vented several unfortunate blunders but he was far from
preventing them all, and he made the Emperor commit some
political faults which the country won't easily get over. The
Emperor didn't want the Moroccan affair but Bulow egged
on by Holstein pushed him into it against his will; he didn't
want Algeciras, Bulow and Holstein got him into it. I don't
know whether on his own the Emperor would have wanted
the Law for the Expropriation of Polish lands. His Majesty
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